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SIMULATED TURTLE FISHING LURE APPARATUS 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to fishing lures, and, more 
particularly, to fishing lures especially adapted for simulating water-bome 
creatures. 

Description of the Prior Art 

Fishing lures that resemble some water-borne creatures are known in the 
prior art. However, one water-borne creature for which a fishing lure is not 
known in the prior art is a turtle. Since turtles vary in size and have attractive 
patterns of coloration, turtles are often attractive to fish. In this respect, it 
would be desirable if a fishing lure were provided that simulated a turtle. 

More specifically, a turtle has a body, a head, legs, and a tail. In this 
respect, it would be desirable if a fishing lure were provided which included a 
simulated turtle body, a simulated turtle head, simulated turtle legs, and a 
simulated turtle tail. 

Often a fishing lure can be modified to enhance its attractive features. 
That is, attachments can be added and subtracted from a conventional fishing 
lure. With this principle in mind, it would be desirable if a simulated turtle 
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fishing lure were provided with attachments to modify the attractive features of 
the fishing lure. 

With a variety of attachments to choose from, it would be desirable if a 
simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus included features that permit ready 
substitution of interchangeable attachments. 

Fishing lures often appeal to the senses of sight and sound of fish. Yet, 
the sense of smell of fish can also be used to attract fish. In this respect, it 
would be desirable of a simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus were provided 
with means for dispensing a scent for attracting fish. 

10 One visually attractive sight for fish can be the wavy movement of 

appendages on a fishing lure. In this respect, it would be desirable if a 
simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus were provided with a flexible legs and a 
flexible tail that can provide a wavy movement as the fishing lure is moved 
through the water. 

Thus, while the foregoing indicates it to be well known to use fishing 
lures resembling different creatures, the foregoing does not teach or suggest a 
simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus which has the following combination of 
desirable features: (1) simulates the appearance and movement of a turtle 
through water; (2) includes a simulated turtle body, a simulated turtle head, 
20 simulated turtle legs, and a simulated turtle tail; (3) can be provided with 
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attachments to modify the attractive features of the fishing lure; (4) includes 
features that permit ready substitution of interchangeable attachments; (5) is 
provided with means for dispensing a scent into the water for attracting fish; 
and (6) is provided with flexible legs and a flexible tail that can provide a wavy 
movement as the fishing lure is moved through the water. The foregoing 
desired characteristics are provided by the unique simulated turtle fishing lure 
apparatus of the present invention as will be made apparent from the following 
description thereof Other advantages of the present invention over the prior art 
also will be rendered evident. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



To achieve the foregoing and other advantages, the present invention, 
briefly described, provides a fishing lure apparatus which includes a simulated 
turtle body which includes a simulated turtle bottom portion and a simulated 
turtle shell portion supported by the simulated turtle bottom portion. Simulated 
turtle legs are connected to the simulated turtle body. A simulated turtle tail is 
also connected to the simulated turtle body. A simulated turtle head is also 
connected to the simulated turtle body, and one or more fish hooks are 
connected to either the simulated turtle body, the simulated turtle legs, or the 
simulated turtle tail. 

One or more hook-reception eyes are connected to the simulated turtle 
body for receiving the respective fish hook. A spoon portion is connected to 
the simulated turtle body. 

Each of the simulated turtle legs includes a leg hook and a simulated 
turtle leg covering attached to the leg hook. The simulated turtle tail includes a 
tail hook, and a simulated turtle tail covering is attached to the tail hook. 

The tail hook and/or each leg hook can include a first shank portion, a 
second shank portion in contact with the first shank portion, and shank-to-shank 
connecting loop connected between the first shank portion and the second shank 
portion. The first shank portion, the second shank portion, and the shank-to- 



shank connecting loop provide a quick change hook on an eye. A spinner can 
be supported by the tail hook. 

Preferably, the simulated turtle body includes a scent-emission chamber 
which is located between the simulated turtle shell portion and the simulated 
turtle bottom portion. A chamber cover is connected to the simulated turtle 
shell portion and covers the scent-emission chamber. A cover hinge is 
connected between the chamber cover and the simulated turtle shell portion. A 
cover lock is connected to the chamber cover for locking the chamber cover to 
the simulated turtle shell portion. 

10 With another embodiment of the invention, the simulated turtle legs 

include flexible leg members, and a head-to-body hook extends from the 
simulated turtle head to the simulated turtle body. 

The above brief description sets forth rather broadly the more important 
features of the present invention in order that the detailed description thereof 
that follows may be better understood, and in order that the present 
contributions to the art may be better appreciated. There are, of course, 
additional features of the invention that will be described hereinafter and which 
will be for the subject matter of the claims appended hereto. 

In this respect, before explaining at least two preferred embodiments of 
20 the invention in detail, it is understood that the invention is not limited in its 

5 



application to the details of the construction and to the arrangements of the 
components set forth in the following description or illustrated in the drawings. 
The invention is capable of other embodiments and of being practiced and 
carried out in various ways. Also, it is to be understood, that the phraseology 
and terminology employed herein are for the purpose of description and should 
not be regarded as limiting. 

As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the conception, upon 
which disclosure is based, may readily be utilized as a basis for designing other 
structures, methods, and systems for carrying out the several purposes of the 
10 present invention. It is important, therefore, that the claims be regarded as 

including such equivalent constructions insofar as they do not depart from the 
spirit and scope of the present invention. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide a new and 
improved simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus which has all of the advantages 
of the prior art and none of the disadvantages. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a new and 
improved simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus which may be easily and 
efficiently manufactured and marketed. 
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It is a further object of the present invention to provide a new and 
improved simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus which is of durable and reliable 
construction. 

An even further object of the present invention is to provide a new and 
improved simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus which is susceptible of a low 
cost of manufacture with regard to both materials and labor, and which 
accordingly is then susceptible of low prices of sale to the consuming public, 
thereby making such simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus available to the 
buying public. 

10 Still yet a further object of the present invention is to provide a new and 

improved simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus which simulates the appearance 
and movement of a turtle through water. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide a new and 
improved simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus that includes a simulated turtle 
body, a simulated turtle head, simulated turtle legs, and a simulated turtle tail. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide a new and 
improved simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus which can be provided with 
attachments to modify the attractive features of the fishing lure. 
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Even another object of the present invention is to provide a new and 
improved simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus that includes features that 
permit ready substitution of interchangeable attachments. 

Still a further object of the present invention is to provide a new and 
improved simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus which is provided with means 
for dispensing a scent into the water for attracting fish. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide a new and 
improved simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus that is provided with flexible 
legs and a flexible tail that can provide a wavy movement as the fishing lure is 
moved through the water. 

These together with still other objects of the invention, along with the 
various features of novelty which characterize the invention, are pointed out 
with particularity in the claims annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. 
For a better understanding of the invention, its operating advantages and the 
specific objects attained by its uses, reference should be had to the 
accompanying drawings and descriptive matter in which there are illustrated 
preferred embodiments of the invention. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



The invention will be better understood and the above objects as well as 
objects other than those set forth above will become more apparent after a study 
of the following detailed description thereof. Such description makes reference 
to the annexed drawing wherein: 

Figure 1 is a top view showing a first embodiment of the simulated turtle 
fishing lure apparatus of the invention, wherein the simulated turtle legs include 
hooks and simulated leg coverings for the hooks, and wherein a cover for an 
internal scent-emission chamber is closed. 

10 Figure 2 is a side view of the embodiment of the simulated turtle fishing 

lure apparatus shown in Figure 1 taken along line 2-2 of Figure 1 . 

Figure 3 is an enlarged, partially exploded, partial side view of the 
embodiment of the simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus of Figure 1 taken 
along line 3-3 thereof, wherein a simulated leg covering is removed from a 
hook. 

Figure 4 is a side view of the first embodiment of the invention, wherein 
the cover for the internal scent-emission chamber is open. 
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Figure 5 is a top view of a second embodiment of the invention, wherein 
the simulated turtle legs include flexible leg members. 

Figure 6 is a side view of the embodiment of the invention shown in 
Figure 5, taken along line 6-6 thereof. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 



With reference to the drawings, a new and improved simulated turtle 
fishing lure apparatus embodying the principles and concepts of the present 
invention will be described. 

A fishing lure apparatus 10 includes a simulated turtle body 12 which 
includes a simulated turtle bottom portion 14 and a simulated turtle shell portion 
16 supported by the simulated turtle bottom portion 14. Simulated turtle legs 
18 are connected to the simulated turtle body 12. A simulated turtle tail 26 is 
also connected to the simulated turtle body 12. A simulated turtle head 28 is 
also connected to the simulated turtle body 12, and one or more fish hooks are 
connected to either the simulated turtle body 12, the simulated turtle legs 18, or 
the simulated turtle tail 26. The simulated turtle head 28 includes a line- 
connection eye 46 for connecting to a fishing line (not shown). 

As shown in Figures 1 and 2, one or more hook-reception eyes 42 are 
connected to the simulated turtle body 12 for receiving the respective fish hook. 
A spoon portion 44 is connected to the simulated turtle body 12. 

Each of the simulated turtle legs 18 includes a leg hook 20, and a 
simulated turtle leg covering 22 attached to the leg hook 20. Each of the leg 
hooks 20 is connected to a respective hook-reception eye 42. 



11 



The simulated turtle tail 26 includes a tail hook 30, and a simulated turtle 
tail covering 32 is attached to the tail hook 30. The tail hook 30 is connected 
to one of the hook-reception eyes 42. 

The tail hook 30 includes a first shank portion 36, a second shank portion 
38 in contact with the first shank portion 36, and shank-to-shank connecting 
loop 40 connected between the first shank portion 36 and the second shank 
portion 38. The tail hook 30 which includes the first shank portion 36 and the 
second shank portion 38 is known as a quick change hook. To install such a 
quick change hook on a hook-reception eye 42, the free end of the first shank 
portion 36 is pushed against the hook-reception eye 42. The free end of the 
first shank portion 36 can have a sloped end 58 that facilitates the moving of 
the hook-reception eyes 42 between the first shank portion 36 and the second 
shank portion 38. Once the hook-reception eye 42 enters the shank-to-shank 
connecting loop 40, the first shank portion 36 and the second shank portion 38 
snap together, and the leg hook 20 is installed on the hook-reception eye 42. 

To remove a quick change hook from a hook-reception eye 42, the first 
shank portion 36 and the second shank portion 38 are spread apart, such as by a 
knife blade, and the hook-reception eye 42 is slid between the first shank 
portion 36 and the second shank portion 38 until the hook-reception eye 42 is 
released at the free end of the first shank portion 36. 
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The use of quick change hooks allows a fisherman to quickly change 
interchangeable simulated turtle legs 18 and simulated turtle tails 26 attached to 
the simulated turtle body 12. Other attachments besides hooks can have the 
quick change structure for attaching to eyes 42. 

A spinner 34 can be supported by the tail hook 30. The spinner 34 can 
provide additional flash and movement to attract a fish. 

The simulated turtle body 12 includes a scent-emission chamber 48 which 
is located between the simulated turtle shell portion 16 and the simulated turtle 
bottom portion 14. A chamber cover 50 is connected to the simulated turtle 
10 shell portion 16 and covers the scent-emission chamber 48. A cover hinge 52 is 
connected between the chamber cover 50 and the simulated turtle shell portion 
16. A cover lock 54 is connected to the chamber cover 50 for locking the 
chamber cover 50 to the simulated turtle shell portion 16. 

Figure 4 shows the chamber cover 50 in an open condition and a scent 
wafer 56 is added to the scent-emission chamber 48. Once the scent wafer 56 
has been added to the scent-emission chamber 48, the chamber cover 50 is 
closed, and the cover lock 54 locks the chamber cover 50 against the simulated 
turtle shell portion 16. The cover lock 54 can be a snap lock. 

With the embodiment of the invention shown in Figures 5 and 6, the 
20 simulated turtle legs 1 8 include flexible leg members 24. The flexible leg 
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members 24 are made from a soft rubber. A suitable soft rubber is found in a 
zoom lizard soft bait. In addition, the simulated turtle tail 26 is also made from 
a flexible soft rubber material. The flexible simulated turtle legs 18 and the 
flexible simulated turtle tail 26 provide attractive movement in the water when 
the simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus is pulled through the water by a 
fishing line. The flexible legs and the flexible tail provide a wavy movement as 
the fishing lure is moved through the water. 

The one or more fish hooks include a head-to-body hook 60. That is, the 
shank of the head-to-body hook 60 extends from the simulated turtle head 28 to 
10 the simulated turtle bottom portion 14. The hook portion of the head-to-body 
hook 60 extends downward from the simulated turtle bottom portion 14. 

The simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus 10 of the invention can 
simulate a wide variety of turtles. For example, the simulated turtle fishing lure 
apparatus can simulate the following types of turtles: painted turtles; turtleman; 
snapping turtles; miniature turtles; soft shelled turtles; mud turtles; sea turtles; 
baby turtles; and adult turtles, among others. The painted turtles can be natural 
colors or bright artificial colors. The simulated turtle shell portions 16 can also 
include colorful spots and other attractive designs. 

The simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus of the invention can be 
20 provided with multiple sets of attachments that can be interchangeable on the 
eyes 42. Attachment to the simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus of the 
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invention can includes plugs that float, suspend, or dive. The spoon portion 44 
can aid in causing the simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus to dive in the water 
when the simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus is pulled along by a fishing line 
(not shown). 

The components of the simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus of the 
invention can be made from inexpensive and durable metal, plastic, and rubber 
materials. 

As to the manner of usage and operation of the instant invention, the 
same is apparent from the above disclosure, and accordingly, no further 
10 discussion relative to the manner of usage and operation need be provided. 

It is apparent from the above that the present invention accomplishes all 
of the objects set forth by providing a new and improved simulated turtle 
fishing lure apparatus that is low in cost, relatively simple in design and 
operation, and which may advantageously be used to simulate the appearance 
and movement of a turtle through water. With the invention, a simulated turtle 
fishing lure apparatus is provided which includes a simulated turtle body, a 
simulated turtle head, simulated turtle legs, and a simulated turtle tail. With the 
invention, a simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus is provided which can be 
provided with attachments to modify the attractive features of the fishing lure. 
20 With the invention, a simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus is provided which 
includes features that permit ready substitution of interchangeable attachments. 
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With the invention, a simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus is provided which is 
provided with means for dispensing a scent into the water for attracting fish. 
With the invention, a simulated turtle fishing lure apparatus is provided which is 
provided with flexible legs and a flexible tail that can provide a wavy 
movement as the fishing lure is moved through the water. 

Thus, while the present invention has been shown in the drawings and 
fully described above with particularity and detail in connection with what is 
presently deemed to be the most practical and preferred embodiment(s) of the 
invention, it will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art that many 
10 modifications thereof may be made without departing from the principles and 
concepts set forth herein, including, but not limited to, variations in size, 
materials, shape, form, function and manner of operation, assembly and use. 

Hence, the proper scope of the present invention should be determined 
only by the broadest interpretation of the appended claims so as to encompass 
all such modifications as well as all relationships equivalent to those illustrated 
in the drawings and described in the specification. 

Finally, it will be appreciated that the purpose of the annexed Abstract is 
to enable the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office and the public generally, and 
especially the scientists, engineers and practitioners in the art who are not 
20 familiar with patent or legal terms or phraseology, to determine quickly from a 
cursory inspection the nature and essence of the technical disclosure of the 
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application. Accordingly, the Abstract is neither intended to define the 
invention or the application, which only is measured by the claims, nor is it 
intended to be limiting as to the scope of the invention in any way. 



17 



